
The Pool House
Haslemere



Introduction

The mature and secluded site is located in 
Haslemere on the edge of the Surrey Hills, enjoying 
stunning, long ranging views towards the South 
Downs and beyond. 

The client’s brief was for a detached ancillary 
building to the existing house to provide an 
indoor pool and spa, gym, bicycle workshop 
and glasshouse. Above all the building had to 
be beautiful, finely crafted at every detail using 
the highest quality materials. The Pool House 
needed to function effortlessly in a variety of 
environments, whether for a relaxing solitary swim 
or a family pool party for 30.

It was important for the building to integrate 
seamlessly within the sensitive site, to 
complement its surroundings and in particular 
build a positive relationship with the main house 
in terms of scale, form and appearance. The Pool 
House takes a low slung form to satisfy planning 
constraints, and is set on a simple alignment to the 
main house, creating a dialogue and generating a 
more complete arrival space.

The design has been conceived as a simple copper 
pitched roof form with adjoining servant spaces 
in a low sedum roofed element, all contained 
by a continuous wrapping drystone wall. The 
contemporary design uses rich natural materials 
which create a warm and submissive palette 
(copper, limestone, oak) harmonising with the local 
vernacular. Generous sliding glass panels provide 
a connection to the gardens and glimpses of 
countryside beyond; expansive roof glazing floods 
the pool with daylight and views of the sky.

Re-Format’s approach to the project was to adhere 
to a process of clarity – a balance of creativity and 
rational thinking. Creative design that required 
rigorous analysis and attention to detail that grew 
out of the constraints of the site and specifics of 
the brief.









Site Section

Ground Floor Plan
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Copper standing seam roof
18mm WBP ply
Timber softwood batten / ventilation zone
Breather membrane
50mm rigid insulation
220mm rigid insulation between rafters
Vapour barrier
12.5mm Knauf Aquapanel
Concealed light fitting
130mm x 200mm steel angle
120mm x 200mm steel RHS
25mm rigid insulation
Steel plate
120mm steel CHS
4 Track sliding window system
Insect mesh
Single ply membrane to line secret gutter
Copper lined soffit
Recessed downlight
Copper drip detail
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Architect
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